2720. Y 


Clinton Center Baptist Church 
175" Anniversary, July 23, 2006 


Doris (Howell) Crossman sent me a copy of the announcement of the 
Clinton Center 175" celebration, and I was very pleased to receive it. If she 
had not sent it, I would not have known about the celebration. 


The celebration began with a church service at 10:30 A.M. The church was 
essentially full when I went in at about 10:15 A.M. There were even some 
folks up in the balcony. I recognized very few people. Charles Curtis was 
just about the only one, besides the Crossmans, that I knew. There was lots 
of music in the program, including P. P. Bliss's hymn "Hold the Fort." The 
well known facts about P. P. Bliss's hymn "Almost Persuaded" (composed in 
Wayne County) were stated for the benefit of those not familiar with them. 
The current pastor, Gary Gilpin, is a talented singer and was very dominant 
in all of the singing. His message in the sermon was this: a church is not the 
building but the people who attend the church. It was very nice to be in a 
church that was full of people and especially nice to be in the Clinton 
Church and to hear the singing by the full house. 


Following the service, everyone went downstairs for the family style dinner, 
which was very nice: roast pork, baked ham, chicken parmesan, baked 
beans, salads, cupcakes, lemonade. I sat at a table with John and Amy Rude 
(who must have been at their own church's morning service in Honesdale) 
and some members of the Stiles family who are connected in some way with 
the Griswold Reunion. 


Following the luncheon and before the historical program, I took a walk in 
the Clinton Cemetery (across the road from the church). Dozens and dozens 
of my ancestors, cousins, and family friends are buried therein. I made a 
special trip to the stones marking the graves of Theron and Mary Emma 
Loomis, Gertrude and Edith Gardner, John and Elizabeth Griswold, Erastus 
and Mehitabel Loomis, and many Griswold and Grinnell ancestors. 
Beautiful summer day I was in a very melancholy mood. 


The land on which the Clinton Center Baptist Church is situated was 
purchased for $50 from my great, great grandfather's brother, Erastus W. 
Loomis. 
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